Eulogy for a Sister — Worksheet

A sister is often the longest relationship of a life — witness, rival, co-conspirator, and second self. The eulogy's job is to show that thread.
1. The thread from the beginning
Open with the earliest shared memory you have — however small. It establishes the lifetime you're speaking for.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
2. Who she was at close range
The traits the world got, and the ones only family saw — braver than she looked, softer than she let on.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
3. Her people and her fingerprints
The children she raised, friendships she kept for decades, causes she carried — let the room see her reach.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
4. Close with what sisters share
The inherited gestures, the identical laugh, her voice you now hear in your own. 'She's not gone from me — I hear her every time I speak.'
Your notes: ______________________________________________
Opening lines that work:
“She was born two years before me and spent the rest of her life two steps ahead — usually looking back to pull me along.”
“My sister and I shared a room, a wardrobe, and a lifetime of secrets — most of which remain classified.”
“The first phone call of every good day and every bad one, for fifty years, was her. I don't yet know what to do with my mornings.”
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