Eulogy for a Friend — Worksheet

Being asked to eulogize a friend is a specific honor: you knew the version of them that family sometimes didn't — bring that person into the room.
1. Establish the friendship
How long, how it started, and one line on what kind of friend they were — the 3am-phone-call kind, the tell-you-the-truth kind.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
2. The stories only you can tell
Two stories, well-chosen: one funny, one that shows their character when nobody was watching. Clear both with the family first.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
3. What they were to their people
Zoom out to the friendship group, the team, the pub, the group chat that will never be the same.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
4. Close with the standard they set
'Be the friend they were' is the strongest ending available to you — a charge to the room, not just a farewell.
Your notes: ______________________________________________
Opening lines that work:
“You can judge a person by their friends — which is why we're all sitting a little taller today, having been his.”
“I met her in [year], and she spent every year since making my life funnier, braver, and significantly less organized.”
“There are friends for seasons, and there are friends for life — and then there was him, who was somehow both to a hundred different people.”
Free template from freeobituarytemplate.com — free to use and share.
